30     ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
The Roman Imperialists were not slow to take advantage of the opportunities thus afforded to them. No scruples of conscience deterred them from applying to its fullest extent the celebrated, albeit cynical, maxim of Machiavelli. They endeavoured to divide and govern. The most illustrious of their historians did not hesitate to record a pious hope that the nations of the world would retain and perpetuate, if not an affection for Rome3 at least an animosity against each other;1 and Tiberius pointed out to Ger-
" with all the faults of the English, their government was the best Hindostan has ever seen." But he also quotes a statement made by Lord Lawrence to the effect that " the people of India can never forget that we are an alien race in respect of colour, religion, habits, and sympathies/' This really sums up all there is to be said on the subject. Mutatis mutandis, Lord Lawrence's dictum may be applied to Egypt, Algeria, Tunis, Annam, the Asiatic provinces of Russia, and, in fact, to every country where the Western governs the Eastern. History in this matter repeats itself. Gregorovius (" Rome in the Middle Ages," vol. i., p. 327), speaking of the rule of Theodosius in Italy, says : " The unhappy King now learnt by experience that not even the wisest or most humane of Princes, if he be an alien in race, in customs, and religion, can ever win the hearts of the people."
1 ee Maneat, quaeso, duretque gentibus, si non amor nostri, at certe odium sui, quando urguentibus imperil fatis nihil